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South Inishowen farmland LCA spans the bottom of the Inishowen peninsula from Lough 

Swilly to Lough Foyle.  It is characterized by good quality agricultural land in a pattern of 

medium to large sized fields separated by hedgerow and deciduous trees against the 

backdrop of Scalp Mountain to the north and the suburbs of Derry City (Northern 

Ireland) to the south-east.  Inch Island is connected to the mainland by 2 embankments 

created to hold water drained from the adjoining flat agricultural re-claimed land that 

has, in turn, created Inch Lake.  One of these causeways constitutes the only vehicular 

access into the island from the mainland. The area is well connected to adjoining areas 

by a Regional road that cuts right through the length of the LCA and a network of county 

roads that provide permeability throughout the area and linkages between the 

settlements.  This area has been settled for millennia, and there are many remaining 

national monuments evident in the landscape.                                                                                                         
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Inch Island has a schist bedrock with a small pocket of limestone. It is located in 

Lough Swilly and connected to the mainland by a man made causeway at a point that 

was previously one of 2 ferry crossing areas. It’s gently sloping agricultural fields fall 

from higher ground in the centre of the island towards a low silt and sandy shore. 

The island a dispersed rural settlement pattern and a small established housing 

estate on the eastern shore. The island and its setting are an iconic image of Donegal 

and constantly reproduced as one of the main views from An Grianan in the adjoining 

LCA11. Another causeway is located further south that was constructed to reclaim 

the large swathe of agricultural lands for agriculture, these are the flat lands (slab 

lands) located between Burt and Inch.  The freshwater lake formed by the causeways 

and the surrounding lands are important feeding grounds for a number of important 

bird populations, part of the Inch Levels wildlife foul reserve and Lough Swilly SPA 

(004075). 

• Fahan village and Fahan Marina are across the bay from Inch island  and connected 

to Burnfoot and Muff by regional roads that run west to east through a long 

established undulating farming landscape with a primarily schist geology.  

• A Columban Monastic site dating from the 6th century is in the centre of Fahan near 

the site of the graveyard that includes St Mura’s cross, a decorated cross slab of 

national importance, and the ruins of an early church remain. 

• Scalp Mountain slopes southwards into this LCA and is covered in blanket bog, some 

forestry and agriculture on the lower slopes. 

Settlements 

 

 

 

 

 

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Unit 1 extends into the east of this LCA and Seascape Unit 6 into the west. 

 

Key characteristics uses: On the eastern side of the LCA, the coast is predominanlty 

agricultural land that slopes from the silty edge of Lough Foyle and the western edge is 

characterised by good quality agricultural lands, beaches, Inch Island and the Fahan Marina.  

 

Coastal edge: Soft mudflat edge with some rocky outcrops and beaches. 

 

Visibility: High intervisibility with Northern Ireland and unobstructed views over Lough Foyle 

from the eastern shore of this LCA and a high degree of uninterupted visibility of Lough Swilly 

and the Fanad area from the Western coast of this LCA. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Many important archaeological structures and recorded monuments including St Mura’s Cross 

and former Monastary site at Fahan, and battery/fort on Inch island.  Blueflag Lisfannon beach, 

Fahan Marina and ecologically  important Inch lake and levels, EU lands designated as Special 

Protection Areas.   

 

 



 

79 

 

• Burnfoot: This small village developed relatively recently as a ‘crossroads’ settlement 

beside a bridge crossing on the Burnfoot River; no village is mapped on the OS series 

from 1837-42, yet is mapped on the subsequent OS from the early 20th century.   

The settlement has some local services and also a number of light industries and 

small business enterprises. 

• Fahan: A small village on the banks of Lough Swilly, adjacent to a large sandy bay 

and more recently the Foyle Marina. There has been a settlement here since at least 

the 6th Century, evidenced by the remains of 6th Century monastery of St Colmcille. 

The Londonderry and Lough Swilly railway line ran through Fahan from 1853 until the 

1950s when the line shut and this period saw the development of Fahan as a 

commuter town and as a seaside daytrip location.   

• Muff: Muff is a small village located on the border with Northern Ireland.  It has 

experienced significant growth in residential development since 2000 due to the 

urban influence of Derry and resulting pressure for housing within commuting 

distance of the city. The village has positively developed in a compact manner and 

has a good range of local services and facilities located along the main street. 

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• This area has a strong defensive and maritime history, the ruins of O’Doherty’s 

Castle can be seen on the southern shore of Inch Island and a Napoleonic fort on the 

north. 

• Early monastic site and St. Muras Cross at Fahan. 

• Lough Swilly Railway line ran along the western coast of this LCA. 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this LCA - illustrating early 

settlement within this area and including ceremonial and religious use. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 4 RPS structures and 82 

on the NIAH. 

• Birdstown is a large demesne (house, outbuildings and gardens) with unusually large 

fields in the in the centre of this LCA on the NIAH. 

• The Historic Landscape Characterisation has predominantly mapped the mainland 

fields as Sinuous bounded and irregular (Generic HLC-type) primarily because they 

are often quite small and irregular, rather than for their “sinuosity”. Inch Island is 

divided into two; lowland patchwork of straight-sided rectilinear and surveyed fields 

(Generic HLC-Type) and a more rugged higher area of “Semi-open rough ground” 

traditionally used for grazing. 

Access and Recreation  

• Regional roads radiate from Burnfoot in the centre of this LCA towards Derry, 

Letterkenny, Buncrana and Muff. 

• Network of county roads lace through the area making it easily accessible. 

• Inishowen Inch Wildfowl Reserve is managed by the NPWS as a wildfowl reserve of 

international importance and is located on lands within this and adjacent LCA 11 to 

the south.  There is a looped walkway around the reserve.   

• Fahan Marina is between the village of Fahan and Inch Island and is the base for 

Lough Swilly Yacht club. 

• Wild Atlantic Way follows the road network along the west and east coast of this LCA. 

Biodiversity 

• Inishowen Inch Wildfowl Reserve is of international importance for a number of 

protected species. 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 421.7ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 1,040ha pNHA sites. 

• Both the east and west coasts of this area are designated SPA. 
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• Areas along the west coast, Lough Swilly are designated SAC. 

• Hedge and deciduous tree bound fields are a predominant feature in this landscape 

providing biodiversity corridors throughout.  

Forces for change 

• In the past there was considerable pressure for urban generated housing 

development from the city of Derry in neighbouring Northern Ireland; this LCA forms 

the natural rural hinterland of Derry city and abuts the border with Northern Ireland. 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Tourism related holiday home developments. 

• Potential for further development of Sailing and water based tourism activities.  

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Afforestation on higher ground within the north and west of the landscape unit.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

• Further tourism development – building on the history, culture, ecological and 

recreational qualities of the area.  

 

 

   

 

 


